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The Parish Council consists of eight residents the opportunity to discuss any 
elected representatives of the village matter relating to the parish with a 
who voluntarily take on responsibility Parish Councillor.
for preserving village interests in terms 
of character, history, environment and Meetings are normally held at 7.30 pm 
current requirements. Regular liaison in the Village Hall on the first Thursday 
occurs with the District and County of each month, except August, with the 
Councils on likely policies affecting Annual Parish Meeting being held 
future developments in the village during March or April. Members of the 
including housing, highways, footpaths public are welcome to attend all 
and public safety. meetings and there is always an open 

discussion for all residents between 7.30 
Surgeries are held between 7.15 pm and pm and 8.00 pm. Agendas may be 
7.30 pm in the Village Hall prior to all v iewed  on  the  V i l l age  Green  
monthly Parish Council meetings to give noticeboard and the village website .

Overview of the Parish Council

Contact Details

Parish Clerk  

Parish Councillors

Mrs Katrina Henshaw 16 Walnut Way, Ickleford SG5 3XT 01462 624885 katrina.henshaw@icklefordpc.com
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Cllr Tricia Cowley 7 Robin’s Hill,
Hitchin,  SG4 9FE 01462 454529 patriciagibbs249@btinternet.com

Cllr Nigel Brook 16a Orchard Close,
St Ippolyts  SG4 7RH 01462 450223 nigel.brook@hertscc.gov.uk
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The last year has again provided the any alternatives to the type advocated 
Parish Council with the usual mix of due to the design of the village, the 
challenges, and coupled with various installations proceeded. It is to be hoped 
achievements this has certainly made it that the effects of slowing the traffic in 
an interesting, and at times demanding, the various areas will produce a safer 
year for all concerned. environment for all concerned.

We were delighted to receive Quality Our local Police presence continues to 
Status as the first village in North Herts provide valuable support to the village, 
to obtain this honour, demonstrating and hold their monthly surgeries for 
that we have met the benchmarks set residents to visit and air any grievances 
under the Quality Town and Parish or opinions on the safety of the village. 
Council Scheme. These marks included At a recent Police forum, the Chief 
how the Parish Council runs its Constable was again able to stress that 
meetings, the transparency and Hertfordshire is a safe county to live in 
accuracy of accounts for which we and North Herts would appear to be an 
always receive praise from our outside even safer part of the county with crime 
auditor, and the effectiveness of our detection rates continuing to improve.
communications within the community 
and outside partners. Much of the credit The Parish Council did not enter the 
for ensuring all these categories were 'Village of the Year' competition, for 
met reflects the hard work of our Parish whi lst  Counci l lors had ini t ia l ly 
Clerk Katrina, who also had to obtain a considered enter ing given the 
personal qualification, and the overall completion of the Burial Ground 
portfolio she finally presented won us project, they finally decided to leave it 
the award. for a further year. 

The Village will again have the usual 
In another section of this report you will annual social events of the School Fair 
read about the completion and and Open Gardens which this year will 
opening of the new burial ground, include a special event in the Church 
probably one of biggest projects over the June week end entitled 
undertaken by the Parish Council, and 'Ickleford, A Flowering Community' 
completed after 6 years of hard work which always generate a great deal of 
which is an excellent achievement It is a interest and pleasure for all involved 
facility that will be valued by many for and the many visitors who come into 
years to come. the village.

Cadwell Bridge always figures where As I said at the commencement of this 
safety issues are concerned, and is at report, it has as always been an 
present undergoing further feasibility interesting and at times demanding 
studies by the County Council and year for the Parish Council, and my 
Hertfordshire Highways to try and find a thanks go to my fellow Councillors for all 
solution to provide a safer route for of the voluntary hard work that they 
vehicles, horse riders and pedestrians in undertake during the year. In addition a 
negotiating this difficult area. We have particular mention to our Clerk Katrina 
recently received £19,138 from who continues to handle all demands 
Network Rail towards any such made of her in a professional and 
measures – funds that took some capable manner.
negotiation by the Parish Council and 
which we hope will help with any future I am sure the coming year will continue 
scheme. to provide plenty of new challenges and 

demands which we shall again look to 
The area behind Turnpike Lane, Little deal with for the benefit of the village. 
Park as it is known, and which we would 
like to see improved, remains the subject 
of continued discussions with North 
Herts Homes and North Herts District 
Council to find an acceptable solution to 
this site. NHH are conducting further 
feasibility studies to try and provide 
affordable housing plus allotments, and 
we remain  hopefu l  that  such 
improvements will eventually come to 
fruition.

The traffic calming measures proposed 
by Hertfordshire Highways and 
subjected to public consultation in 2008 
have now been installed. Whilst this 
particular type of traffic calming was not 
universal ly popular, given that 
Hertfordshire Highways could not offer 

Cllr Philip Crowe
Chairman
Ickleford Parish Council

We were 
delighted to 

receive Quality 
Status.
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Traffic Calming

Despite several delays along the way, the Herts Highways have made several 
implementation of Traffic Calming repairs over the last year, including
measures for Ickleford have now been  
completed. This included;   Filling in potholes on Arlesey Road, 

Turnpike Lane, Walnut Way and Duncots 
Bedford Road, a vehicle activated sign Close. It is also hoped that more extensive 
and a dropped kerb crossing point. resurfacing will be taking place in Walnut 

Way. However we currently have no date 
Arlesey Road, six pairs of speed cushions, for this. 
a humped zebra crossing, a gateway 
feature towards the north end of the The road markings were repainted on 
village, upgraded bollards and new street Turnpike Lane and Arlesey Road. 
lighting.

There have been pavement repairs on 
Turnpike Lane, two pairs of speed Turnpike Lane and Arlesey Road. 
cushions, two flat top speed humps, 
upgraded bollards and new street The drainage system on Arlesey Road 
lighting. near the triangle was repaired. 
 
There is also an alternative route to Drainage improvements and vegetation 
school from the Recreation Ground car clearance on Westmill Lane. 
park (avoiding Chambers Lane) which as 
of January this year is being used by The barriers at the end of Raymond 
parents to walk their children to school, a Cottages were also adjusted to be within 
scheme referred to as a Park and Stride. specification to improve accessibility.

Wi th  regard  to  measur ing  the  There are other items still being 
effectiveness of the traffic calming further investigated, including pavement 
traffic surveys will be carried out in improvements in Ryder Way and Ryder 
approximately 3 to 6 months by Herts Avenue where tree roots are pushing up 
Highways, these will then be compared the pavement surface and improved 
with the surveys performed before the drainage at the junction between Walnut 
t ra f f i c  ca lm ing  measures  were  Way and Turnpike Lane. 
implemented. 

Filling the potholes on the Byway Open 
A report will then be produced to show to all Traffic (BOAT) at the top of 
the effectiveness of the measures Snailswell Lane is also being pursued with 
implemented. This report will be made the County Council who are responsible 
available via the Ickleford website. for maintaining this (as opposed to Herts 

Highways).
Cadwell Bridge  

Please continue to report road potholes, 
There may be a possibility of safety pavement problems, faulty streetlights, or 
improvements at Cadwell Bridge. Budget other highway faults via the following 
has been allocated as part of the Rights of number 0300 123 4047 (the number is 
Way Improvement Plan to look into cha rged  a t  l oca l  ca l l  r a te )  o r  
different options at the site including a w w w . h e r t s d i r e c t . o r g .  
pedestrian operated signals at the bridge. 

To try to improve fault resolution a 
The Parish Council also received a very representative of the Parish Council will 
generous donation of £19,138 from be meeting regularly with Herts 
Network Rail to assist with safety Highways so if you've reported a fault 
improvement at the bridge. This money and it has not been resolved or has not 
was effectively the remaining budget left been resolved satisfactorily please let 
over from their project to replace the top Katrina Henshaw (01462 624885; 
of the bridge which was carried out in katrina.henshaw@icklefordpc.com) have 
July 2008 . the reference number and details of the 

fault you reported. 
However it is still very much in the early 
stages, and as any implementation will be Cllr Tim Stephenson
non-standard Department of Transport 
approval will need to be obtained before 
any work can proceed. 

Road Maintenance Issues

Traffic and Transport

Traffic calming 
measures have 

now been 
completed

“ “
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Crime & Disorder 
During 2009/10 there were changes in Parish Council or residents. The Parish 
police personnel supporting the village. Council regularly discuss the role of the 
PC Matt Jenkins was replaced by PC Katie co-funded PCSO which the residents 
Hull, and our co-funded PCSO is now Pam support directly via their council tax to 
Hope. In addition, we also get PCSO ensure that we get good value for money 
cover from Heather Burrows. Despite – this is approximately 17.5p per week for 
these changes, Ickleford continues to be each household.  
a safe place to live, with generally low 
levels of crime. From April 2009 - March The Police Community Team has regular 
2010 60 crimes in Ickleford were reported surgeries at VR Jennings for residents to 
to the police, most of which, fortunately, discuss any concerns that they have. We 
were relatively minor. This compares with encourage you to go along to one of 
97 crimes in the previous year; a very these to tell the police where you wish 
encouraging reduction. Of the 60 crimes them to focus their attention.
in 2009/10, 29 were detected which, at 
48%, is higher than the force detection Contact details for the police and 
rate of 33%. These are encouraging information on their monthly surgeries 
trends. can be found on the Parish Council 

website. Alternatively, please contact the 
Our co-funded PCSO spends about 17 Parish Council Clerk.
hours per week 'on the beat' in Ickleford, 
and responds to any areas of concern Cllr Miles Maxwell
which are brought to her attention by the 

The area of grass outside the School, can expect an even better result on that 

which was restored, again showed  occasion.
unacceptable signs of wear during the 
winter.  However, surrounding it with a Further meetings on Little Park at the 

protective barrier seems to have enabled District Council offices have persuaded 

it to recover once more. your representat ives that a scheme 
combining allotments with low-profile 

Litter Collection Day this year has been accommodation should make for an 

fixed for Saturday 26 June, the day before attractive as well as valuable solution to 

Open Gardens, so we may hope that it is the problem of putting this large tract of 

not only the flowers that will be seen as a land to good use.  However, the efforts of 

credit to Ickleford on the day itself!  This North Herts Homes to provide the 

depends on a good turnout of villagers vehicular access that would enable such 

during the morning.  From 9 am litter plans to go ahead have run into legal 

pickers and bags will be available as usual difficulties that we must hope can be 

from the Village (large) Hall, but overcome before long.  We are 

volunteers have been recommended to n evertheless encour aged by th e 

come with a strong pair of gloves as some enthusiasm shown by the officers doing 

items require handling.  If those who their best on our behalf, so may have 

appreciate the outcome of what is now some more solid progress to report next 

an annual event, but were not able to year.  
help this time, resolve to join the team in 
2011 and note the points made above we Dr Michael Willoughby

Environment

Alleyfield - Ickleford Burial Ground
With the Inaugural Meeting of the new The Parish Council have continued to 
Ickleford Burial Ground Trust taking place support the Trust in administrative 
in April 2009, the Parish Council's matters and will fund the first year's 
responsibility for this project was maintenance costs. Financial projections 
completed and passed to the Trust. of the Trust forecast that the burial 

ground will be self funding from the 
It is worth reflecting that this project second year of it's existence.
commenced in July 2004, and due to the 
Parish Council’s persistence and tenacity Along with the £58k grants obtained by 
the project was brought to a successful the Parish Council the Trust have secured 
conclusion in 2010. further grants of £12.8k. The total cost of 

the project to the opening day of 1st. May 
During this time the Parish Council had to 2010 is £80k.
gain Environmental Agency Approvals 
along with Planning Permission, which The Regulations and Charges for 
also included Archaeology Approval . In Alleyfield are published on the Parish 
parallel, the Legal transfer of the land Council web site.
from the owner Mrs Dorothy Parker to 
the Trust and the essential searching for Cllr Colin Thurstance
grants to fund the project, proved to be a 
considerable challenge. 
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2009  saw the Parish Paths Partnership, OoooooOOOOOOoooooO
consisting of representatives of the Parish 
Council, Herts County Council and We hope you enjoy our beautiful 
Countryside Management Services countryside.  We would respectively ask 
achieve many of their goals. you, however, to please help farmers and 

land owners by keeping to the 
It has always been our aim to make every designated routes, not only for your own 
path accessible to all and we are proud safety but out of respect for farmers, to 
that out of the 26 footpaths and whom nothing is more annoying than to 
bridleways in our Parish, currently only 5 find that horses have trodden down 
are inaccessible to wheel chair users, newly planted crops or that a walker has 
mainly because of ground conditions. decided to make a new path across their 

private land.
In last year's report we said that during 
2009 we were aiming to replace as many The Parish Paths Partnership are working 
as possible of the old wooden stiles with for you, for the enjoyment of our Parish 
modern, all permitting, kissing gates.  We paths and bridleways and for the upkeep 
are pleased to be able to report that we of the countryside in general; please help 
have completed this task, and that no old us by taking any rubbish home and 
stiles now exist within our parish.  The clearing up any dog litter (dog bins are 
photograph below shows an example of provided on Lower Green,  the 
the new kissing gates, this one being Recreational Area at the Sports Centre 
situated near to Cadwell Bridge on and Westmill Lane).  It is against the law 
Footpath 20. to leave rubbish or let your dog foul any 

footpath whether in a town, village or 
Another achievement by Herts County countryside, and breaking the law carries 
Council is the extension of Bridleway 23 a very heavy fine.
alongside the Arlesey Road from Cadwell 
Farm, to meet up with Bridleway 22.  This If you hear of or see anything which you 
will now give riders the opportunity of feel the Parish Paths Partnership should 
joining the Icknield Way from different be made aware of, please contact the 
directions.  This area will further be Parish Clerk on 01462 624885.
improved as we go forward into 2010.

Thank you
2010  brings an exciting possible solution 
to that age-old problem of Cadwell Cllr Kathy Goldie, 
Bridge.  Cllr Tim Stephenson and 

Cllr Glenys Palmer
After many years of the Parish Council Parish Paths Partnership Team
and the Parish Paths Partnership fighting for Ickleford Parish Council
for the safety of riders, walkers and 
cyclists who use this bridge on a regular 
basis, often putting their lives at risk as 
t h e y  a t t e m p t  t o  n e g o t i a t e  i t ,  
Hertfordshire Highways are now looking 
at various means of controlling the traffic.  
One solution being examined is the use 
of a Pegasus crossing that can be 
operated by riders, walkers and cyclists 
alike.    

Network Rail, who understand our 
problem but are unable to widen the 
bridge, have given the Parish a 
substantial grant towards making the 
road under the bridge a safer route for all.  
This is an exciting prospect, and one to 
look forward to.  If completed, riders, 
walkers and cyclists will be able to follow 
the famous Icknield Way as it meanders 
its way across our Parish and on towards 
its final destination.

New directional and distance signposts 
will soon be installed along Footpath 3 
heading from Lower Green along 
Footpath 3 towards Holwell. These will 
direct everyone to Holwell, Arlesey and 
Henlow  Camp.

Parish Paths Partnership

All old stiles have 
been replaced 
with modern 
kissing gates

“ “
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Financial Report
Ickleford Parish Council's main income is All of Ickleford Parish Council's money is 
the precept which is part of the Council spent for the benefit of people in 
Tax bill. For the year 2009/10 the Ickleford and during 2009/10, in 
amount added to the Council Tax bill to addition to the ongoing costs of general 
pay for the Parish Council in Ickleford repairs and maintenance around the 
was £52.11 (£1 per week) for a Band D village and the upkeep of the open 
property. spaces and the children's play area, the 

Parish Council awarded grants totalling 
The Parish Council applies for grants £6,026.99 to the Village Hall, the Sports 
wherever possible to try and keep the club, St. Katharine's Church, the Pre-
precept to a minimum whilst still School and the Mother and Toddler 
increasing services for the village and in Group for various projects.
2009/10 received £77,930.33. These 
grants included £19,138 grant towards Mrs Katrina Henshaw
safety improvements at Cadwell Bridge Responsible Financial Officer
and £59,931 grants towards costs of the 
new burial ground (NB a further grant 
of £11,195 was been received April 
2010 for this project).

Summary of the Accounts for 2009 / 2010

Payments

Burial ground

Wages / salaries / Admin

VAT

Village improvements & repairs

Match funded PCSO 

Open spaces

Recreational facilities

Actions from Parish Plan

Total

£72,156

£19,105

£13,873

£9,915

£7,125

£6,686

£6,496

£30

£135,386

Receipts

Grants

Precept

VAT refund

Returned Grant

Bank Interest

Total

£77,930

£40,500

£13,301

£53

£8

£131,792

Balance at 1st April 2009 £28,150

Money allocated 2010/11

Speed prevention fund
Including Cadwell Bridge

Match funded PCSO fund

Recreational facilities

Actions from Parish Plan

Village improvements & repairs

Open spaces

Wages / salaries / Admin

£26,625

£2,439

£1,976

£1,699

£1,594

£1,569

£237

Balance at 1st April 2010 £24,556

Grants / Misc / VAT -£388

Total £24,556

Burial ground fund -£11,195
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