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The Parish Council consists of eight residents the opportunity to discuss any 
elected representatives of the village matter relating to the parish with a 
who voluntarily take on responsibility Parish Councillor.
for preserving village interests in terms 
of character, history, environment and Meetings are normally held at 7.30 pm 
current requirements. Regular liaison in the Village Hall on the first Thursday 
occurs with the District and County of each month, except August, with the 
Councils on likely policies affecting Annual Parish Meeting being held 
future developments in the village during March or April. Members of the 
including housing, highways, footpaths public are welcome to attend all 
and public safety. meetings and there is always an open 

discussion for all residents between 7.30 
Surgeries are held between 7.15 pm and pm and 8.00 pm. Agendas may be 
7.30 pm in the Village Hall prior to all v iewed  on  the  V i l l age  Green  
monthly Parish Council meetings to give noticeboard and the village website .

Overview of the Parish Council

Contact Details

Parish Clerk  

Parish Councillors

Mrs Katrina Henshaw 16 Walnut Way, Ickleford SG5 3XT 01462 624885 katrina.henshaw@icklefordpc.com

District Councillor

County Councillor

Cllr Patricia Gibbs Old Church House, Gurneys Lane,
Holwell  SG5 3SN 01462 711962 patriciagibbs249@btinternet.com

Cllr Nigel Brook 16a Orchard Close,
St Ippolyts  SG4 7RH 01462 450223 nigel.brook@hertscc.gov.uk

www.icklefordpc.com

Cllr Philip Crowe
Chairman

Sports & Recreation Club Committee
Traffic and Transport Group
Burial Ground Trustee

01462 454310 philip.crowe@icklefordpc.com

miles.maxwell@icklefordpc.com

colin.thurstance@icklefordpc.com

david.chapallaz@icklefordpc.com

kathy.goldie@icklefordpc.com

tim.stephenson@icklefordpc.com

glenys.palmer@icklefordpc.com

james.carlyle@icklefordpc.com

miles.maxwell@icklefordpc.com01462 434538

01462 712454

01462 452475

01462 434779

01462 454571

01462 420297

01462 451059

School Governor
Chairman - Parish Plan

Planning Advisor
Common Holders’ Committee
Sports & Recreation Club Committee
Burial Ground Trustee

Planning Advisor
Rands Educational Foundation Governor

Planning Advisor
Parish Paths Partnership

Planning Advisor
Parish Paths Partnership

Parish Paths Partnership
Ickleford Village Hall Committee
Chairman - Traffic and Transport Group

Common Holders’ Committee
Rands Educational Foundation Governor
Chairman - Burial Ground Trust

Cllr Miles Maxwell
Vice Chairman

Cllr James Carlyle

Cllr David Chapallaz

Cllr Kathy Goldie

Cllr Glenys Palmer

Cllr Tim Stephenson

Cllr Colin Thurstance
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The challenges set from the previous The area behind Turnpike Lane, 
year for the Parish Council have all known as Little Park has been the 
seen measures of success in the last subject of many discussions with both 
twelve months ensuring improved North Herts District Council and 
facilities for the residents in the future. North Hertfordshire Homes, the joint 
In summarising these achievements, owners of the land involved, and at 
consultations and meetings with last a 'meeting of all minds' took place 
residents of the village have played an at North Herts, when there were signs 
enormous part, again emphasising that some decisions could be taken 
the good community spirit that exists over the coming months – so watch 
within Ickleford. this space!

As a means of seeking residents’ Our police presence in the village has 
opinion on having a new burial been strengthened over recent 
ground in Ickleford, the entire village months, as our shared PCSO has 
population received details of the familiarised herself with the village 
project. Two thirds responded and requirements, and been far more So there you have it, an interesting 
there was an 84% majority in favour. visible than previously. In fairness the and challenging year which has seen 
The planning permission for the new former incumbent sustained an injury further improvements to our village 
burial ground, coupled with the which prevented her taking such an and the promise of even more in the 
Parish Council’s successful application active role, and the replacement of a coming months. A future target for us 
to NHDC for a £50,000  PACIF grant more act ive PCSO has been to aim for is Quality Status for the 
will now see this project moving appreciated. We also have a new PC Parish Council, and as a preliminary 
forward over the coming month. We covering the village who has also step our Parish Clerk, Katrina 
hope it will provide a future resting endeared herself by the introduction Henshaw obtained a Certificate in 
place for deceased residents of the of regular monthly surgeries for Local Council Administration (CiLCA)  
village for many years to come. v i l l agers  to  meet  he r ,  so  a  so al l  credit  to her for that 
Landscaping of the area will ensure combination of all these factors has achievement.
both privacy for all using the amenity brought a “comforting” factor to the 
and neighbouring residents, which residents. Finally, my thanks to my fellow 
initially had been a concern for those Councillors for all the voluntary hard 
in close proximity to the area. The The Parish Councillors decided not to work and time they devote to the 
achievement of obtaining this enter the 'Village of the Year' contest village.
amenity is the result of persistent hard again this year as it was felt whilst we 
work over the past five years, and has had many ongoing projects we We await to see what the next year 
fulfilled the wishes of the generous wished to wait until there were more will bring in the way of new and 
benefactor who donated the land to tangible benefits. However with the different demands, which we shall 
the village. progress on our new burial ground look to overcome and continue to 

and traffic calming we may well make the village the place 'where 
Other aspects of the Parish Plan have return to the competition next year. everyone wants to live'.
continued during the year, and are Notwithstanding our non-entry the 
covered in more detail within the Parish Council has continued to 
report. A survey of residents followed ensure the village has continued to 
the publication from Highways of look its best. The annual 'Open 
their proposals for the village, and the Gardens' event always attracts many 
response engendered a full Public visitors to the village. The Litter 
Meeting when over 100 residents Collection Day a prelude to the Open 
attended to hear first hand how the Gardens, has also become a regular 
plans would progress. This was feature, and the plastic recycling bank 
followed by a second village-wide behind the Green Man is constantly 
consultation, with approx two thirds used, encouraging all to recycle 
of residents in favour. plastic.

As a result Hertfordshire Highways The Parish Council has also been 
with their budget confirmed are now assisting the Sports Club with the 
a b l e  t o  t a k e  f o r w a r d  t h e i r  problem of tree roots encroaching 
recommendations for the village, and onto the field, and is now financing 
these will unfold in the next year. the removal of 50 Black Poplar trees 
Potholes and poor pavement surfaces surrounding the ground. The trees 
continue to be a problem for all users, will be replaced once the offending 
as with other areas of the country, roots are taken out.
and although the Parish Council 
continues to report these, all residents The Village Hall benefited from a total 
are also encouraged to report these re fu rb ishment  las t  year  and 
to Hertfordshire Highways on 01438 redecoration continues to thrive and 
737320 or  v ia thei r  websi te provide an excellent venue. We 

congratulate the Vi l lage Hall  
. Committee on their achievements.
www.hertsdirect.org/highwayfaults

Cllr Philip Crowe
Chairman
Ickleford Parish Council

Chairman’s Report

Ickleford - the 
place where 

everyone wants 
to live.

“ “
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The Ickleford Parish Plan was However, we really want residents to 
published in June 2007. It was based get involved in the actions from the 
on extensive consultation with Plan. Please contact any member of 
residents, and it provides a vision for the Parish Council.
the village over the medium term. The 
Plan is divided into five sections; traffic The following sections provide an 
& transport, crime & disorder, update on the actions arising from the 
amenities & facilities, environment Plan.
and young people. We have shared 
the Plan with those (e.g. District and 
County Councils, Police, Highways) 
on whom we rely for support in 
completing the actions. 

Cllr Miles Maxwell
Chairman
Parish Plan Steering Committee

At the time of writing last year's calming measures to be carried out in 
Annua l  Repor t  Her t fo rdsh i re  Ickleford. In early Apr i l  2009 
Highways had just agreed to carry out Her t fo rdsh i re  H ighways  a lso  
traffic calming feasibility studies on produced the proposed final designs 
the Arlesey Road, Turnpike Lane and a n d  p r e s e n t e d  t h e s e  t o  
the Bedford Road. In late July these representatives of the Parish Council. 
feasibility studies were completed and These included some changes from 
proposals shared with representatives the feasibility studies carried out last 
of the Ickleford Parish Council. These year. The number of speed cushions 
proposals included speed cushions on has been reduced to six sets (from 
the Arlesey Road and Turnpike Lane, a seven) on the Arlesey Road and due to 
raised zebra crossing near the school road width there will now only be two 
and a vehicle activated sign on the sets of cushions on Turnpike Lane 
Bedford Road. There would also be along with two flat-top road humps 
foo tpa th  improvements  near  (originally six sets of cushions was 
Raymond Cottages to allow an proposed). The raised zebra crossing 
alternative route to school as opposed on Arlesey Road by the school and the 
to walking along Chambers Lane. vehicle activate sign on Bedford Road 
During the September 2008 meeting will be implemented as proposed in 
these proposals were endorsed by the feasibility study. Currently a 
Ickleford Parish Council. further consultation is being carried 

out by Hertfordshire Highways with 
In October 2008 there was a village residents in the vicinity of proposed 
wide consultation and public meeting work. 
organized by the Parish Council to 
seek the views of the residents. 59.7% Unfortunately with regard to time 
of residents filled in the form. The scale we were also informed that 
proposals, for a raised pedestrian instead of the majority of the work 
crossing outside Ickleford Primary being carried out during the school 
School with associated speed summer holidays 2009, this has now 
cushions on Arlesey Road, and a been delayed, due to the County 
further series of speed cushions on Elections, until the first quarter of 
Turnpike Lane received support from 2010. The implementation of the 
67.5% and 63.1% of those who raised zebra crossing is likely to be 
responded respectively. Analysis of during spring half term.
the results showed that those 
residents living in the immediate With regard to Cadwell Bridge, while 
vicinity of those two roads were as no work is planned along with the 
supportive of the proposals (67.5% traffic calming measures we have 
and 74.3% in favour) as the rest of been in communication with Network 
Ickleford. Road safety improvements Rail and while they initially were 
for Bedford Road and Chambers Lane unable to assist us, there is now a 
received comprehensive support from possibility that there may be some 
residents with 85.4% and 82.8% of funds available to carry out a feasibility 
respondents in favour. With these study. However, it is likely that the 
results, this allowed Hertfordshire p r o c e s s  t o  i m p le m e n t  a n y  
Highways to start the detailed improvements here will be a lengthy 
planning phase and to try to obtain one even if we are successful. 
budget for implementation. 

We heard from Hertfordshire 
Highways in March 2009 that budget 
had been obtained for the traffic 

Cllr Tim Stephenson
Chairman
Traffic and Transport Group

Introduction

Traffic and Transport

Parish plans
- taking the pulse

of village
communities

“ “
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Although not formally part of the driven by the Parish Council partially 
Parish Plan, excellent progress has in response to the request for more 
been made with the burial ground facilities in the village. We will 
(see report from the Chairman of the continue to explore similar options. 
trustees, Colin Thurstance). 

The mobile fish and chip van which 
visits on Tuesdays is another initiative 

Cllr Miles Maxwell

Parish Plan Steering Committee
Chairman

Sparklers which provides before- and We really need younger people and (if 
after-school care within the premises relevant) their parents/ guardians to 
of Ickleford Primary School continues come forward with ideas for the 
to thrive. parish council to consider. We don't 

want to have a 'build it and they will 
Little additional progress in the come' mentality 
provision of activities and facilities for 
younger residents has been made in 
the last year. 

Cllr Miles Maxwell

Parish Plan Steering Committee
Chairman

Facilities & Amenities

Crime & Disorder 
Our shared (with Kimpton Parish The Parish Council keeps up a 
Council) PCSO, Elaine Cuozzo started dialogue with the police to ensure 
with us in May 2008. Unfortunately, that our priorities are those which the 
Elaine suffered a work-related injury police focus on. The local police safer 
soon after, and was off work for much community team now holds surgeries 
of 2008. Although we were not monthly in the offices at VR Jennings; 
charged in her absence, this was a this is a great opportunity for all 
disappointing start for the shared residents to raise ideas with the police. 
PCSO initiative. However, in the In addition, if you think that there is an 
autumn of 2008 Sarah Jeffery was aspect of policing which needs 
appointed to replace Elaine. The attention, please contact any Parish 
Parish Council has been impressed Councillor or our Clerk, Katrina 
with the increased presence in the Henshaw.
village which has been evident in 
recent months. Sarah has shown Cllr Miles Maxwell
herself to be proactive in sorting out Chairman
long-standing issues (e.g. parking). Parish Plan Steering Committee

Measures to restore the grass on months of correspondence with the 
Upper Green by the school gate may District Council and North Herts 
be accounted as a success at this Homes and an on-site discussion with 
stage. the latter were followed by a meeting 
 of all parties at the Council Offices on 
The second annual Litter Collection 31 March.  Despite the lack of 
Day attracted enough villagers, enthusiasm for new housing in the 
assisted by the Scouts, Cubs and village shown by respondents to the 
Beavers, to bring the appearance of questionnaire it seems the local 
Ickleford once again well above that authority organisations are still 
of its surroundings.  The date for 2009 looking at housing needs rather than 
is Saturday 13 June when volunteers the creation of allotments for existing 
will find a welcome at the Village residents.  At a further meeting set for 
(small) Hall throughout the morning. 1 July your representatives will renew 
 their pressure for the 'green' 
There is progress to report on the alternative.'
improvement of Little Park, the green 
space enclosed by Turnpike Lane, St 
Katherine's Close, Greenfield Avenue 
and Bedford Road. Several further 

Dr Michael Willoughby
Chairman
Environment Group

Environment
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Ickleford is one parish that can boast If you witness anything to do with the 
of its pleasant and well maintained Parish countryside that you feel the 
public footpaths and bridleways. Parish Paths Partnership should know 

about, please contact the Parish Clerk. 
For many years now Ickleford Parish 
Council's Parish Paths Partnership Again, we would ask those who enjoy 
team, working alongside the Herts these facilities to please help the 
County Council and Countryside farmers and land owners by keeping 
Management Service, have strived to to the designated routes.  Nothing is 
keep all highways and byways open more annoying when new crops have 
for all to enjoy.  During 2009 it is been sown to find horse hooves 
hoped to replace as many of the old trailing through them or a new path 
wooden stiles with modern, all cut.
permitting, kissing gates, which will, in 
turn, open up the majority of paths to We are working for you, for the 
all those who would like to enjoy the enjoyments of our Parish paths and 
beauty of the countryside. bridleways and for the upkeep of the 

countryside in general, please help us 
'Waymarks' that have been destroyed by taking any rubbish home and 
by vandals will soon be reinstated, clearing up any dog litter. Dog bins 
showing again the true line to follow are provided on Lower Green, at the 
across fields and open land. Sports Club, and along Westmill Lane.  

It is against the law and carries a very 
The lack of rain, whilst causing grief in expensive fine, to let your dog foul on 
the garden, has proved to be our any footpath, whether in a town, 
friend, allowing riders and walkers to village or countryside.
traverse the paths and bridleways 
without having to negotiate large Thank you
puddles and muddy tracts. 

Cllr Kathy Goldie, 
For anyone who is new to our Cllr Tim Stephenson and 
countryside, and is unsure where our Cllr Glenys Palmer
paths start and finish, map boards Parish Paths Partnership Team
have been installed on Upper and for Ickleford Parish Counci l
Lower Green to help you.  And if you 
feel you would like a personal copy of 
this map, it can be obtained through 
our Parish Clerk - Mrs Katrina 
Henshaw.

Considerable progress has been The £8,000 grant will provide a 
achieved during the past 12 months. wooden rail fencing and hedging 

around the perimeter of the site. 
A further Planning request to change 
the entrance was recently approved. The aim is to create a very rural 
The final agreed entry will be via the environment. 
Sports Club entrance and the lower 
car park, this route will save Project Timescale:
approximately £50,000 Highway Car park  June/July 2009 
costs and meet the approval of the Landscaping September/October  
residents living opposite 2009 
. Completion Mid 2010
Two grants have been awarded 
towards the cost of developing the Cllr Colin Thurstance
burial ground; £50,000 from NHDC Chairman
(PACIF) and £8,000  from WREN Ickleford Burial Ground Trust
(landfill tax). 

The £50,000 grant will fund the 
upgrade of the car park, the link road 
to the burial ground entrance, design 
and landscaping. 

Parish Paths Partnership

Ickleford Burial Ground

Ickleford has well 
maintained 

footpaths and 
bridleways

“ “

How beautiful it is, whilst walking, to witness the mists 
rising from Chapel Field, which Footpath 7 skirts

View of the location for the new burial ground from 
north east corner looking south
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Financial Report
Ickleford Parish Council's main income the open spaces and the children's 
is the precept which is part of the play area, the Parish Council awarded 
Council Tax bill. For the year 2008/09 grants totalling £5,999 to the Village 
the amount added to the Council Tax Hall, the Sports club, St. Katharine's 
bill to pay for the Parish Council in Church, the Scout Group and the Pre-
Ickleford was £50.12 (96p per week) School for various projects.
for a Band D property. The Parish 
Council applies for grants wherever The Parish Council was awarded 
possible to try and keep the precept to grants of £58,000 towards the costs 
a minimum whilst still increasing for creating the new burial ground 
services for the village and in 2008/09 and this money will be received and 
received £2,416. spent during 2009/10.

All of Ickleford Parish Council's money 
is spent for the benefit of people in Mrs Katrina Henshaw
Ickleford and during 2008/09, in Responsible Financial Officer
addition to the ongoing costs of 
general repairs and maintenance 
around the village and the upkeep of 

Summary of the Accounts for 2008 / 2009

Payments

Wages / salaries / Admin

Open spaces

Recreational facilities

Match funded PCSO 

Village improvements & repairs

Actions from Parish Plan

Burial ground

VAT

Total

£16,848

£4,156

£7,442

£4,279

£2,368

£331

£303

£1,541

£37,268

Receipts

Precept

Grants

VAT refund

Bank interest

PCSO mobile phone

Total

£39,000

£2,416

£2,041

£366

£30

£43,853

Balance at 1st April 2008 £21,565

Money allocated 2009/10

Wages / salaries / Admin

Open spaces

Recreational facilities

Match funded PCSO fund

Village improvements & repairs

Actions from Parish Plan

Burial ground fund

£70

£2,225

£921

£2,856

£8,079

£1,729

£4,582

Balance at 1st April 2009 £28,150

Speed prevention fund £6,487

Total £28,150

Grants £1,201
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